200 Game Chart Worries

Pilots of Vet-Laden Coast

Skippers Wonder How Much Over-30 Men Can Take;

Even Fred Haney, With Youngest Club. Voices C

LOneern

By JOHN B, OLD

March 28, The

To the casual observer, all
extremely well with the eight

teams, who will open the 1950 pennant race on

exhibition games
numerous rookies have received lush praise and
even some veterans seem to have been revitalized.
Nobody is claiming the pennant before the race is

run, but neither is any club official rel , ]
ori - egating
> favorite to the cellar—or gating his

LOS ANGELES, Calif.

appears to be going
Pacific Coast League

woather has been fine, inter-club
are drawing up to expectations,

the second division,

But to this bystander more than one PCL man-

¥ ager has confided solid cause for worry. In short

runs 200 games

Red Barrett

here's their problem. The Coast league schedule

this season—longest in Organized

Ball and 12 more than any PCL schedule has run

in over 20 years,

How much baseball can the veterians-——fellows

over 30—take? That is the question,
Manager Fred Haney of the Hollywood Stars, last year's pennant

winners, is quite outspoken oneg

ithe subject.
] have some players who have
reached the point where they no longer

can play the required number of games
on our schedule. Therefore, I must
build our club accordingly. Take Gene
Handley, our second baseman, for cx-
ample. 1 doubt if I can count on him
for more than 125 games, barring in-
juries, so 1 have to find another scc-
ond baseman who can double for Hand-
ley without weakening our infield and
still play one or two other positions
vatisfactorily if ecalled upon,” Haney
explained.

Haney, who probably will have the
yvoungest club in the league after he
1eturns from Vero Beach, Fla.,, where
he is gathering five or six players he
was promised by the Brooklyn Dodgers,
is the least worried of the Coast man-
sgers. Nevertheless, he has been doing
# lot of thinking about how many
games his velerans can play.

“0Old Man's Guessing Game”

With the rest of the PCL managers,
the “0Old Man's" pguessing game is
acute, although they prefer not to
Lie quoted for obvious reasons,

“The Coast lcague owners keep try-
ing 1o sell the fans on the point that
our brand of baseball is just a shade
under major league slandards. The
majors play only 154 games, yet cvery-
bedy is plenty weary, mentally and
physically, at the end of the scason
~ up there. Out here we must play 406

more games and both the majors and
the PCL have a player limit of 25
players,” declared a PCL manager.

"Adding to our worries as managers,
many of ug have several players down
from the majors—'names’ who no longei
vould stand the gafl up there— 0 natur-
ally we are wondering how they're go-
mg to stand up under the strain of
2 pames,

“Frankly, I seriously doubt if very
many youngsters can take it without
Intermittent rest. It's my considered
judgment that the pennant-winning
manager this season will have to do

& masterful job in resting both his!

velerans and youngsters.”

Angels Are Gray-Haired

Bill Kelly, whose Los Angeles Angcls
finished last in '49 after having won a
pennant in 47, admittedly has eight
veteran question marks in his pennant
Plans—Pitchers Charlie (Red) Bar-
rett {35}, Herman Besse (34), Emil
Kush (33) and Bob Muncrief (33), In-
Lielder Elbie Fletcher (339 and Out-
tielders Cecil Garriott (33), Stan Spence
(31 and Milt Byrnes (33).

_Lefty O'Doul of the San Francisco
Scals, the pre-season favorite, is an-
other “old age warrior” with Pitchers
Tommy Pridges (44), Ralph Buxton
t3), Al Lien (34), Cliff Melton (37
&nd Xavier Rescigno (37); Infielders
{3 Fleming (35) and Don Lang 1331,
and Qutfielders Brooks Holder (35),
Walt Judnich (33) and Don White (31).
50 runs the gamut. Every other PCL
tlub has its share of oldsters—decrepit
¢ld men as baseball players go—but

2any of their names are magic at the |
box office. PCL fans, it seems, prefer |
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Wet Weather Jinx Trails
Seals 5th Spring in Row

EL CENTRO, Calif.—When rain
washed out several early Seal work-
outs here, it marked the fifth con-
secutive spring training season of
the Francisco club that has
been marred by wet weather. This
trought from Manager Lefiy ODoul
the declaration he was convinced
the Seals were a climate jinx. "We
tould train in the middle of the
Szhara Desert and still get rained
an, D‘-DDUI E-ighﬂ'd.
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Ouaks to Have Grandfather
in Lineup—RBilly Herman

OARLAND. Calif.—The 198 QOuks,
witom Casey Stengel piloied to both
the Coast league pennant and plav-
off title, were commonly referred 1o
as the “Nine Old Men" because
such veterans as Ernie Lombardi,
Cookie Lavagetto, Les  Sesella,
Dario Lodigiani and Nick Etten dot-
ted the regular lineup.

This year's club, however, boasts
a distinction not even the 148 Ouks
had. Chuck Dressen's club is probe-
ably the only one in the Coast
league, and one of the few in the
entire minors, to have a prond-
father on the active plaver roster.

The grandfather is Second Buase-
man Billy Hermuim. The former Na-
tional League star, now 40 years
old, is attempting a comeback with
the Oaks this season after being
out of the game last yvear.

His son, Billv, Jr.. is the father of
a 9-month-old daughter. Like his
dad, young Herman lhives in New
Albany. Ind., where he operafes &
pair of filling stations.  Billy, Jr.,
gave up the game last fcason as n
bad job aflter three vears of try-
ing, but Granddad Herman, at 40,
in still ouite sowightly arovnd the
keystone and continues to belt the
hall with regularity,

-n._.u.......-

heroes thev've read aboaut in the past
or saw in the East—or 2o Const league
owners think., many of them beciuse
insist on proven plavers,
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| Wedemeyer, Grid hl
| Star, Trying Out |
| at Snf-:’or:fs"'C«smrq)F
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By EDGAR WILSON
EL CENTRO, Calif.

Manager Lefty ODoul has been
spending considerable time giving bat-
ting instruction to Herman Wedemeyer,
{urmcr All-America  football
in the San Francisco Seals’
traming camp at Stark Field.

Whether the Seals keep Wedemever
will depend upon his success in de-
veloping his hitting.

“"He's a good athlete ANy way vou
figure it,” O'Doul commented. "He can
run and throw and ficld, and if his hit-
ling improves he shguld be able to
make "

Wedemeyer, who completed his sec-
ond vear of professional footbnll with
the Baltimore Colis last season. hopes

spring

Rame,

"1 figure 1 have only about two ar
three good years left in professional
football” the 25-year-old former St.
Mary's grid great explained as he
walted his turn at the plate inside the
batting cage.

in baseball, I figure 1 may be good for
len more yvears,”

Wedemeyer indicated he would for-
suke {football altogether if he caught on
with the Scals. In his hugh school days,
Wedmeyer wis @ topnoteh baseball per-
fufnwr in Honolulu and playved the
Eridivon sport only as a sideline, nc-
cording to Red MceQueen, Honolulu
CRports writer,

When he went to St Mary's, however,
Wedemeyer coneentrated on foothall
and that was the field in which he
gained his national fame, although he

was also a member of the digmond
team.
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the Beavers lad
Laime sehion],

vear, came from the

Mesa a Friendly
Host for Acorns
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By RAY SCHWARTY

MESA, Aric.
| The cnthusiast of the Oakland Ouks
Aor their new waining base here Bp-
Lparently is shared by loeal  fandom,

CThe club was in camp only a few davs |

'when President Brick Laws signed for
can encote at Rendezvous Park in 1951,
CAd o prove that the cash customers
chere e as onthused as the Oaks, 2350
turned wut for the opening exhibition
cgame, March 40 Thas was more than
the club drew o all of s 1019 pre-
seasen Ults ot Glondale, Calif,

The ivaugural here was done up in

nlaver,

to make the switch to the diamond |

it
i

"But if I can make the grade here,

| They're on the Ball for Seals

|

===n

MANAGER LEFTY O'DOUL putting up a battle to keep a

football away from three former gridiron stars in a gaq shot at
the San Francisco Seals’ training base at El Centro, Calif. Lelt

1 to right, Herman Wedemeyer, former St. Mary's star who played

with the Baltimore Colis last fall; Wally Yonamine, ex-San Fran-

cisco 49er star; Rube Navarro, Universily of Caifornia fullback,
and O'Doul.
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‘Country Cluly’ Park Backs

Palm Springs’ Bid as Camp

ey

S100,000 Spent on Building and Equipping Dressing

Rooms: Facilities Praised by Rainiers, First Oceupants

By JOMN B. OLD
PALM SPRINGS, (anhf.
another argument brewing,

v r— -

Cahifornia and Florida have Tt

Cold-timers who have seon every spring camp used by the majors the

last 20 years say o ian’t even a contest——like the world champion
New York Yankees plaving the Epworth League tail-enders,
California in pencral and the southern part in particular proudly
point to the new $355.000 ball park built by the energetie cilizens
of thig deser! spa as Americn’s newest and finest teaining guarters,
“"Palm Springs’ new olo Grovnds' is unquestionably the No. 1
spring training camp for Lall teams in the Upited States s lnm*
on both points—the fincedt of fhcbities soud the warm desert elimata
- | e mateh” deelared Earl Sheeley,

DO0.( T St Voo Eeneral o manager of the Seattle

200-Game PCL Slate Favier Huiniers  of  the  Pacitic Coast

Than Majors. Savs Pewen Toomues who adits to having wee 38
MESA, Arvir o Wihale many of 1hre |
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Cepmang e seroses the Jataed

The poak wae connpleted yont ths we na

o Pacifie (oo _
A1 :r {f ntt T v T R .
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portedly  have  exprevadd oo enn Hotnere Alvoovrly there sie frang
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over  whether then weteran - vdicsalions woveral magor dube woutd

formers will be

for Busy Beavers o i uciuded Dt Webh, Horace

With only 26 davs for the yeaulinss hogpsdnsy” commented Laws an the
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the s<hortest  tracning
Pacific Coast League
Bill Swceeney  insisis
not only are 26 days more than enough,
but that., given gpoud  weather  and
plenty of exhibition game-, he el
et any club in shipe in Uwo WwWeeks.
In follewing the same theory as the

deal for Pitcher Hal Saltzman, adviced
Portland club officials that he doesn’t
care to play on the Coast and asked
to be placed on the voluntarily retired
list while undergeing further treai-
ment for an old injury. o
Another wveteran who Wwhe IMILEINE
was Eddie Basnski. The bespectacled
second sacker. working in & Portland
bookstore. announced he was a hold-
Gereral Manager Bill

St. Lou:s Broans to make a :{f:al for
WL
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Mananer the pank, now are conducting a cor ies
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fmen. the Portland Beivers will have e Chambier of Commerece, which pn-}
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however, that tof coom] events for the visitors |

|

thie Oaks here aned regmeedeled |

In-

chuded are lunches and dinners, a press
coocktnl porty and A barbecue #t the
Chice of Supersnatious Mountain i

i

s Tenry Catlens, Laws' seeretmy |

cin hoia motion picture business mn{'ri

‘as a weight-shedding spa for the New
1 Yourk Glants,
hearty  approval 1o the idea fur his
 plump players bathing in 106-degree
mimetal walers, ‘

Fleming Flaming

tout., Howcover, 1

iMul]iEan caid Le Rad hid no ownrd

from Basinske |
Georpe Elder, furreer T"CLA and.

| Fordham sar. Juined tE.{-r Beavers,

Lafter seceiving permision from the

Pors- .

Manager Dressen gave

as Seal Slugger
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56 innings. or apprasiritely
regulation ganes.
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